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gave the audience a perfect view as wi centripetal force that
helped keep him up on his harse. B ered the optimum size of the
ring was 42 foet in diameter which remains the standard size to this day
Astley later introducad novelty acts including light-rope walkers, jugglers,

acrobats, and the world's first recorded 'freak show'.

For several decades, however, horses remained the star turms of the circus. Favoured stunts included

elogantly quaffing glasses of wine, picking up minusculo objects from the ground and furious
sword-play - all carxied out al a gallop as they stood on the packs of their steeds. Later, elaborately-

rmounted costume dramas and Wild West sharp-shooting acts became popular.




